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SEAFORDE HOUSE IN 1833

Seaforde House stands, between two lakes, in a broad
wooded demesne; the trees and parkland are in their
prime; 60,000 trees are supposed to have been blown down
here by the Great Wind of 1839. 'The village, which
was anciently called Neaghen, is small but very hand-
somely built, consisting of one principal street, from
the centre of which a smaller street branches off at
right angles. “At its northern extremity is a very
handsome gateway of freestone, consisting of a centre
and two side openings: and near it is a chaste Grecian
lodge of freestone, forming an entrance into the
extensive demesne of Seaforde, the handsome seat of

Col. M, Forde; the mansion, which is situated in the
centre of the parish, was destroyed by fire in 1816, and
rebuilt in 1819 in a style of sumptucus elegance.’' No
record of the date, architect or appearance of the
former house seems to survive; the new one is externally
rather severe; but the interior is indeed the most
sumptuous example of Grecian neo-classicism in the north

The house - five bays deep, and seven wide - has two
principal storeys, a basement, and an attic above a
modillion cornice. On the front overlooking the lake,
the three central bays are genercusly bowed to take
advantage of the marvellous view of water, woods, lawn
and the Mourne Mountains. The three central bays of the
entrance front project, but alas the original excellent
semi-circular poreh, with coupled lonic columns, fan-
light, and round-headed windows, was replaced in the
late 19th century by a much larger rectangular porch
with rather incorrect Doric pilasters and the family
coat of arms in a recessed panel over the doorway.

Apart from bows and porch, there is no external ornament
save for the singling out of certain windowa in each
front for emphasis (of a modest kind) by very reticent
iconscled hoods. The stonework is throughout of very
high quality.
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day out (out of my own |

I nave just had a very nice
en that is). [t was so

I should tell readers
abow it. My trip was to visit
a waled garden in the well-
wood:d demesne of the Forde
family at Seaforde in Co
Down While wailed gardens
in vaing states of dilapida-
ton, .1:5%::: and decay are a
comnonplace in the
countwgide, with beleaguered
owner: making occasional
forays into the brambles,
scutch ind ground elder in a
vain attsmpt to exert a token
of control, places where the
tide has been turned and the
garden adapted to late 20th-
cemury use are rare enough.

The ‘valled gardens — there are
F3 23 joining — at Seajorde went
like virually all others into a
decline s 3 generation ago. One of
the E.orear walled enclosures at
Seafo rde was the kitchen garden.
oo e plasure grounds. 1

‘of 1t easure .

QusSq the S'cax camellia house
— a0 spgrmous iron conservalory
with formal parterres and lawns in
front. With the passage of time,
escalating labour costs and a
changing lifestyle, the walled

ens and the conservatory fell

into decay and disuse. The gate

was locked and the place was
fm_-ﬁ?::n for a while.

some 20 years ago Patrick
and Lady Anthea Forde
embarked on the restoration of
the gardens. Part of the spur to
action was the disposal of the
the famous Slieve
Donard Nursery at Newcastle.
The Fordes purchased much of
the stock with the intention of

public. The place is alive and
aburz with activity again, as
every garden should be.

Those who have grown up with
the world of garden cenires where
one expects to find a whole range
of plants in ome outlet, from
alpines to roses to shrubs and
trees, as well as garden sundries,
will find a nursery rather differ-
ent. At Seaforde all the plantsi
have been propagated from stock
on the premises — plants in the
garden or pleasure ground — and
all a:bcc container w:udsla they
can purch ¥i y any
time of the year. For such an
enterprise the range a.n:l vaﬁﬂ
on offer is surprisingly large.
Hiesnﬂdlemisacﬂr,itg:inm
m; to see lots of camellias,

. rhododendrons and mag-
nolias — the lovely Magnolia
wilsonii which will be happy on
limey. soil is there in quantity.

E hias to a total of 14 on
"the ii el

st including Eucryphia
nymansensis “‘Mount Usher”,
and Eucryphia X intermedia
“Rostrevor”, two Irsh cultivars
which are usually very difficuit 0
come by.

There are conifers in plenty,

among them the lovely pencil-slim
Italian cypress — Cupressus
sempervirens “‘Stricta”, green
Irish yews — a scarce L in

nurserics and garden centres
around the count — and
incense cedars, Calocedrus
ns. which will form great

green architectural exclamation
marks, making the perfect end to
a vista in larger gardens, A small
range of roses includes several
specie or wild roses and a sclec-
non of vigorous ramblers. Pauls
Himalavan Musk rambler caught
eye; it is a manageable ram-

my
bler which will go 20 feet into a
tree and then cascade down with
a great froth of pale pink flowers
in June and July. .
Mot everything at Seaforde has .
nual for enormous growth.

simply g the plants and
then ing them. To accommo-
date this venture the old kitchen
garden was made ready and part
of it became a nursery. Over a

The fine landscaped park can be glimpsed an e w te vast walled gaden
half of which is 2 commercial nursery with the atraction ol a Buterdly louse
displaying 2 collection ol tropical plants. The wther hall is an ormamental
garden bedecked n late summier with blooms of eversphia thar make up the

Natiomal collection. The hombeam naze has a rose-clad arbour an the centre, few years the business expanded ere are thymes, periwinkles.
the vantage point Tor which is a 1992 *Muoghal Tower', Beyond the walled and. instead of disposing of all the  fychsias. penstemons and
garden s the "Pheasantey’, 2 verdant valley enclosed by manure tees, full ol ff_"':kbs the mBEd of :rc:s“am! agopanthus. The place has a
nongw ot plants collected over puany weans and suill expanling ;,T::g mﬂu g‘t:: }.d:lgia;n!;mﬂ:; g:::;i:“ﬁmgg c;f.l';?lc‘be'::dr
g;‘:":d“‘ [g“:ih ""‘fl: P_;gﬁ:ﬂ“';: known. All keen prgenen should
& sl ¥ i t a own.
GOOD GARDENS GUIDE nursery completely occupies the b in peth (0 €0

old kitchen earden. with lines of ITM REYNOLDS




